
 

ABERMULE -DOLFORWYN CASTLE - BETTWS CEDEWAIN   BH215001   
 
A MODERATE walk of 10 miles, 30 miles from Shrewsbury.  OS sheet 215  
 
A visit to the remains of the Welsh castle of Dolforwyn and then a circuit through the "back 
country" between Welshpool and Newtown. Look for roadside parking in Abermule (NGR 
162952) or possibly in the carpark of school / community centre on non-school days. This is a 
challenging walk with many twists and turns and difficult field boundaries. If you attempt it 
you will be rewarded with magnificent views of the rolling hills. 
 
 

1. Take the footpath signed to Newtown alongside the school and follow it to the iron 
bridge over the Severn. An impressive structure with the canal by the side. Cross the 
bridges and use the path through a gate on the left bringing you directly opposite the 
footpath to Dolforwen Castle. Cross the road with care, enter the field and follow the 
hedge line to a road. Turn right and follow the lane uphill to a small carpark with a sign 
to the castle on the right.  

2. Dolforwyn Castle was built by Llewellyn ap Gryffydd, Prince of Gwynedd, in 1273, 
adjoining a market. It was captured by the English in 1277 and was in ruins by 1398 ! 
After viewing the castle take the path from the NE corner – see map.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 Look for a stile through trees on the left to leave the wood and cross open fields. 
Climb up to a stile behind Old Castle Farm cottage. 

3. Turn left along the lane. At the cross roads go straight ahead through a farm gate into 
the fields. Cross two fields with lovely views. Veer left past farm buildings to reach a 
minor lane, follow this to a T junction and turn left.  

4. At a sharp left bend go straight ahead along a green lane. This becomes a woodland 
track going over the hill before descending and winding through the old pheasant pens 
at Bettws.  

5. Bettws is a substantial village for Montgomeryshire with an impressively renovated 
and landscaped Bettws Hall. The church of St. Beuno is in an ancient circular 
churchyard, but the church is usually locked. Take the lane passing the East end of the 
church leading to a bridleway. Follow this as it turns sharp left before a tarmac road. 
Continue uphill towards a half-timbered house and exit through a gate to an access 
lane.  



 

6. There are scanty remains of a motte, Caer Siac on the right as you approach the 
buildings.  Pass through the buildings and the extensive pheasant breeding farm. Go 
uphill through a gate ahead. There is currently no way through the next field 
boundary. A way can be found through the field on the right.  

7. Cross the track, go through a gate to the next field boundary, through another gate 
and immediately right through a third to proceed along the other side of the hedge.  

8. Follow the green lane  to reach a stile where the path goes around Ty’n yr wtra. At the 
access road go left and then right to proceed SW along to a stream. Cross the stream 
and then climb up the field straight ahead to regain the green lane. If this is blocked 
use the fields to the right and proceed uphill and re-join the lane. Continue downhill 
past Fron Heulog to meet the road in the valley. Turn right and soon left going uphill 
again. 

9. There is a short cut here by taking the field downhill to re-join the road. Turn right and 
follow the lane to New Mills.  

10. Take the pretty bridleway to the left through the woods. It can be wet in places. 
Dolforwyn Hall is described as “Romantic Gothic” and the front dates from 1830, the 
back of the house is much older. The terrace in front of the house has a pleasant view 
of the Severn valley. On reaching the A483 cross the road to the canal and follow the 
Severn Way to the bridge at Abermule and retrace your steps to the village. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 


